leum ether) was obtained from Hermal Chemie, Kurt Hermann, Hamburg, West Germany.
LAL reagents used were U.S. reference lot 4 (BuBio), Travenol lot 3338U003A (Travenol Laboratories, Inc., Morton Grove, Ill.), and Pyrogent lot 8EL (Mallinckrodt, St. Louis, Mo.).
Lyophilized endotoxins were reconstituted with sterile water for injection (USP) to a concentration of 0.1 ,ug/ml; graded doses of all endotoxins were then prepared in 0.9% NaCl for injection (USP) or sterile water for injection (USP) (Travenol Laboratories). All glassware used was depyrogenated by dry-heat treatment at 2500C or higher for at least 1 h.
Graded doses of each endotoxin preparation in normal saline were tested in rabbits once daily on each of 6 separate days by the three-rabbit test described in the United States Pharmacopeia (7). Endotoxin solutions were injected at 10 ml per kg of body weight into New Zealand White virgin does from the Travenol rabbit colony. The five doses prepared for each of the EC-2, E. coli 055:B5, and Novo Pyrexal endotoxins were 200, 100, 50, 25, and 12.5 pg/ml. Prelimi of five concentrations. The dose-response curves in Fig. 1 and the concentration needed to produce a 0.46°C rise in temperature were calculated with the data from all 6 days. 
